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Serie: La Esencia de la Navidad                                                          
13 de diciembre del 2009 – Marlo Blandford

La Paz de la Navidad Sigue Brillando
Isaías 9:16 (NIV)

Porque nos ha nacido un niño, se nos ha concedido un hijo; la soberanía reposará sobre sus hombros, y se le darán estos nombres: Consejero admirable, Dios fuerte, Padre eterno, Príncipe de paz.

El único lugar donde podemos encontrar la verdadera paz para nuestras vidas desordenas es conociendo al Príncipe de Paz. 

Juan 1:1-2 (NVI)

En el principio ya existía el Verbo, y el Verbo estaba con Dios, y el Verbo era Dios. 2 Él estaba con Dios en el principio.

Juan 1:14 (NVI)

Y el Verbo se hizo hombre y habitó entre nosotros. Y hemos contemplado su gloria, la gloria que corresponde al Hijo unigénito del Padre, lleno de gracia y de verdad.

1. El Príncipe de Paz llega en tiempos desordenados. 

Lucas 2:1-7 (NVI)

Por aquellos días Augusto César decretó que se levantara un censo en todo el imperio romano.2 (Este primer censo se efectuó cuando Cirenio gobernaba en Siria.)3 Así que iban todos a inscribirse, cada cual a su propio pueblo.4 También José, que era descendiente del rey David, subió de Nazaret, ciudad de Galilea, a Judea. Fue a Belén, la ciudad de David,5 para inscribirse junto con María su esposa. Ella se encontraba encinta6 y, mientras estaban allí, se le cumplió el tiempo.7 Así que dio a luz a su hijo primogénito. Lo envolvió en pañales y lo acostó en un pesebre, porque no había lugar para ellos en la posada. 

2. El Príncipe de Paz llega a lugares desordenados. 

Lucas 2:6-7 (NVI)

y, mientras estaban allí, se le cumplió el tiempo.7 Así que dio a luz a su hijo primogénito. Lo envolvió en pañales y lo acostó en un pesebre, porque no había lugar para ellos en la posada. 

Gracia:
Juan 3:16 (NVI)

»Porque tanto amó Dios al mundo, que dio a su Hijo unigénito, para que todo el que cree en él no se pierda, sino que tenga vida eterna.

Verdad:
Juan 3:14-15 (NVI)

»Como levantó Moisés la serpiente en el desierto, así también tiene que ser levantado el Hijo del hombre,15 para que todo el que crea en él tenga vida eterna.

1 Timoteo 2:3-6 (NVI)

Esto es bueno y agradable a Dios nuestro Salvador,4 pues él quiere que todos sean salvos y lleguen a conocer la verdad.5 Porque hay un solo Dios y un solo mediador entre Dios y los hombres, Jesucristo hombre,6 quien dio su vida como rescate por todos. Este testimonio Dios lo ha dado a su debido tiempo,

Okay, so deep breath…it is only December 13…you have 11 days til Christmas.  

How are you?  You got everything under control.  You finished your shopping in late October and had the Christmas lights untangled and up before the Thanksgiving leftovers were even finished.  Anybody.  Showoffs.  I wanna be you.  

I started off this season with some really good intentions.  I was not going to spend too much and I was going to remember the reason for this season and I was going to be surrounded with peace.  This was to be my peaceful Christmas season.

I wanted to have peace like a child…sleeping.

Power Point #1

That is how peaceful I wanted to be.

But me, not so much.  The reality …is this is more like it.

Power Point #2

This is me….messy.-

This is my little girl by the way, she is 2.  Hold up one. And I love love love to dress her up.  I have more hand me downs than anyone should ever have and every day it’s fashion week at the Blandford home.  So fun.  But I have to admit, that I dress her up and in 20 minutes she is a hot mess.  She gets sweaty and plays in the dog water or both

That’s me though…especially at this time.  I try to put myself together and wash my hair as often as I can… I want to live in peace.  And I know that Phillipans says don’t worry about anything but pray about everything.  And I know that above everything this season I am to celebrate Jesus…God with us.  What else do we need. And embrace his coming and life and death and true forgiveness. And live a life of gratefullness…but  pretty soon I am a mess..p.laying in the dog water.  

 How about you, does that word capture you this season?  Peace.

And maybe it is not just the season, but you are sitting here and work has gotten a little messy…finances…relationships…family…marriages….inner life…unsettledness defines you instead of peace.

Maybe that is not you at all, but you are thinking this cat sitting next to me, now he is messy.  I see a lot of you going…

No matter where you are, this next few minutes is going to be a reminder to all of us this morning.  The heart of Christmas-peace.   

By the way, the peace I am talking about is not like peace man-I’ve got a peaceful easy feeling…or just the absence of war…World Peace-which would be great…

Everyone wants world peace…or that peaceful easy feeling on the peace train…

I’m talking peace that makes you complete and whole despite and even because what is going on around you …and peace with God and those around us…

Wow…I want that…I’m gonna have to add that to my Christmas list-Work harder and harder to get peace.  

That’s our problem…we can’t work for peace…we are messy-always have been.  But God is not intimidated by our mess…it’s why He sent the son to us-We will only find peace in Him.

Isaiah 9:6  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

The only place to find true peace in our messy lives is to know the Prince of Peace.  

The Prince of Peace-god who became flesh and dwelt among us

Let me read John 1, 2 and vs. 14

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.

 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,[d] who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

It had to start somewhere right and god chose to be born in a manger over 2000 years ago… the great rescue had to have  D-day…the day that this Savior landed on our earth, made a beachhead on enemy soil, and began His work of bringing peace to His messy people.    

How many of you witnessed the day the first man landed on the moon.  I witnessed it, I don not exactly remember Neil Armstrong  saying One Small Step for Man…in 1969…   But I have heard all about it…….That was big news.  From what I hear.

You wanna know the bigger bigger times a trillion news.  God landed on earth.  Jesus Christ God Himself dwelt among us.

 Let’s take a better look at this amazing first landing…

.Let’s take a look at Luke 2:1-7  This is a familiar  passage to us all.  Reminds me of Silent Night.  I’m going to read it, it reminds me of the song Silent night, You know it right…???  Start humming…then start reading….  

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register.

 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  Beautiful.  So Peaceful

Actually, what we just did does not capture the emotions of this passage.  

1st Christmas.  Messy time.  Lots of pain. 

  Why were Mary and Joseph even going to Bethlehem.  They had to go register for a census.  You think they wanted to travel with Mary in her condition.  Taking a vacation to Bethlehem…  They had to go because the  Romans were taking a census?   Taxes.  Purpose for the census.  Groan  Rome had so overextended itself that they were taxing all the countries that it occupied.  This was a time of big oppression sadness economical pain.  Sound familiar.  I read that every 10 they made Rome took 7. They were not building new schools for the Jewish children or fixing the potholes in the road with that money.

The Prince of Peace arrives in messy times

Let’s read it again, but this time, make the noise you would make if you had just poured yourself a big bowl of cereal and milk and taken a huge bite to find the milk was completely curtled and 

sour.  Keep it up.

Joseph and Mary go up from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem the town of David.  

6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  Prince of Peace came at a Messy Time.

Sad…The people of Israel were awaiting a Messiah and all had been silent for 400 years and they were under the dominance of Rome.  Rome was the most brutal and powerful empire to ever rule the earth.   That is when God shows up. It was certainly a messy time.  

2.  the Prince of peace arrives in messy places

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

Just read this..

 She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  Luke 2:6-7 

Look at our manger scene we have on the stage.  Kind of homey.  The real place where Jesus was born…probably not so much.  I don’t want to get too specific but I have one yellow lab….and I know how messy that can get in the front yard.  Let’s just remember there was no room at the inn and  so where Jesus was born was probably a shallow cave full of barn animal….stinky…messy…I cannot imagine a messier place to give birth to a child.

It is amazing to look at how God landed on earth that first time and how these people who were just like us celebrated his birth.

But here is the key, this is not just a story for the far away past,  God is still with us, it is the promise that God arrives today in our messy times and to messy people in messy places. And we are the people of that arrival.

This is the story of our salvation, the peace we can have with God and others and ourselves  and it is the story for  today and of the future.

God did not  send a representative.  God with us.  Jesus incarnate…in a human body.  Remember John 1-He came in grace and truth.

In your worries and anxieties and fears and unsettledness and lack of peace.  In grace, God shows up.

Maybe you are experiencing suffocating sadness because you will have an empty chair at your Christmas table this year…or your family is confusing or you are going to lose your house or your job or both or your marriage is on the rocks and you don’t know what to do….Grace…Unmerited favor, mercy and compassion, undeserved blessing. 

God with us-God will show up. 

Jesus stepped down and came to this world and he became like us …not with a pointing red face you are messy.   No, for God so loved ….Say  John 3:16  

For God so loved the world that he Gave……

Jesus came to bring life and forgiveness.  Grace that will cover you brokenness and sin and give you true peace.     

He comes in Truth too…The truth is the baby that we celebrate in the manger-had to die because of our mess…

  As God shows up he doesn’t say…your mess is okay. 

He says, I know, you made such a mess of your life that I am going to have to go to the cross and die.

Doesn’t just wink at your wrong.  He says I’ll take care of it.  

He says as spectacularly  as you messed up.  I am going to the cross t o make it right.  He comes in truth…John 3:14-16  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.[e]

The truth is that the baby Jesus whom we celebrate this Christmas would grow up and then be lifted up on the cross –that’s verses 14 and 15…and the grace part is that it is for all of us…that whosoever believes!

So that’s it…the amazing miraculous worship worthy coming of Christ as a babe 2000 years ago was a peace keeping mission-a planned rescue.  

   It is the greatest rescue story. 

And the timing…perfect.  And it is perfect for us right now.  Not just 2000 years ago, but right now.  

3This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time. 

Mediator-what does a mediator do…brings peace.

 And what should our response to this amazing rescue story…?

Have you ever needed to be truly rescued?  Howard!

There was great joy… and utter gratefullness.  We would have done anything for these two guys.  We loved them.

We’ve been rescued from something far greater? So what is your response today?   

Joy?  Thankfullness?  Amazement…or have you gotten too busy to be those things…

This season just screams at us…the demands shout us down.  God who shows up is gentlie and kind bringing forgiveness and acceptance.  We’ve got to stop or we’ll miss the wonder of it all…we’ll miss the peace He ushers in… 

Take a moment to think…where is it that you need the peace of God?

If you are overwhelmed…or in pain…or have crazy unsettled relationships or are  trying to hide your sins…you say, God, will you come to me in this pain-will you come into the mess that is my life and bring peace? 

Maybe you are sitting in your chair and you don’t know the prince of peace…you have heard about him, but you don’t know him… 

So before we contine then…full throttle into the rest of this season, I want us all to have a few minutes to reflect on all of this…and remember the heart of Christmas-hope, peace…..

Time of Reflection….

Read the Story of the Three Trees

John 16:33  These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage I have overcome the World.

So have yourself a blessed-hopeful-peaceful Christmas…

Blessings!!! 

Los Tres Arboles

Había una vez hace mucho tiempo, tres arboles en una colina de un bosque.

Hablaban acerca de sus sueños y esperanzas y el primero dijo: "Algún día seré un cofre de tesoros. Estaré lleno de oro, plata y piedras preciosas. Estaré decorado con un labrado muy fino y todos verán mi belleza".

El segundo árbol dijo: "Algún día seré una poderosa embarcación. Llevaré a los más grandes reyes y reinas a través de los océanos, e iré a todos los rincones del mundo. Todos se sentirán seguros por mi fortaleza, fuerza y armadura".

Finalmente, el tercer árbol dijo: " Yo quiero crecer para ser el más recto y grande de todos los árboles en el bosque. La gente me verá en la cima de la colina, mirará mis poderosas ramas y pensarán en el Dios de los cielos, y cuán cerca estoy de alcanzarlo. Seré el más grande árbol de todos los tiempos y la gente siempre me recordará".

Después de unos años de que los árboles oraban para que sus sueños se convirteran en realidad, un grupo de leñadores vino donde estaban los árboles. Cuando uno vió al primer árbol dijo: "Este parece un árbol fuerte, creo que podría vender su madera a un carpintero", y comenzó a cortarlo. El árbol estaba muy feliz debido a que sabía que el carpintero podría convertirlo en un cofre para tesoros.

El otro leñador dijo mientras observaba al segundo árbol: "Parece un árbol fuerte, creo que lo podré vender al carpintero del puerto". El segundo árbol se puso muy feliz porque sabía que estaba en camino a convertirse en una poderosa embarcación.

El último leñador se acercó al tercer árbol; éste estaba muy asustado, pues sabía que si lo cortaban, su sueño nunca se volvería realidad.

El leñador dijo entonces: "No necesito nada especial del árbol que corte, así que tomaré este". Y cortó al tercer árbol.

Cuando el primer árbol llegó donde el carpintero, fué convertido en un cajón de comida para animales, fué puesto en un pesebre y llenado con paja. Se sintió muy mal, pués eso no era por lo que tanto había orado.

El segundo árbol fué cortado y convertido en una pequeña balsa de pesca, ni siquiera lo suficientemente grande para navegar en el mar, y fué puesto en un lago. Y vió como sus sueños de ser una gran embarcación cargando reyes había llegado a su final.

El tercer árbol fué cortado en largas y pesadas tablas y dejado en la oscuridad de una bodega.

Años mas tarde, los árboles olvidaron sus sueños y esperanzas por las que tanto habían orado.

Entonces, un día, un hombre y una mujer llegaron al pesebre. Ella dió a luz un niño, y lo colocó en la paja que había dentro del cajón en que fué transformado el primer árbol.

El hombre deseaba haber podido tener una cuna para su bebé, pero este pesebre debería serlo. El árbol sintió la importancia de este acontecimiento y supo que ese día había contenido el más grande tesoro de la historia.

Años mas tarde, un grupo de hombres entraron en la balsa en la cual habían convertido al segundo árbol.

Uno de ellos estaba cansado y se durmió en la barca. Mientras ellos estaban en el agua una gran tormenta se desató y el árbol pensó que no sería lo suficientemente fuerte para salvar a los hombres. Los hombres despertaron al que dormía, éste se levantó y dijo :" ¡Calma! ¡Quédate quieto! ", y la tormenta y las olas se detuvieron. En ese momento el segundo árbol se dió cuenta de que había llevado al Rey de Reyes y Señor de Señores.

Finalmente, un tiempo después alguien vino y tomó al tercer árbol convertido en tablas. Fué puesto a las espaldas y fué cargado por las calles, al mismo tiempo que la gente se burlaba y escupía al hombre que lo cargaba.

Se detuvieron en una pequeña colina y el hombre fué clavado al árbol y levantado para morir en la cima de la colina. Cuando llegó el domingo, el tercer árbol se dió cuenta de que el fué lo suficientemente fuerte para permanecer erguido en la cima de la colina, y estar tan cerca de Dios como nunca, porque Jesús, el Hijo de Dios, había sido crucificado en él.

La moraleja de esta historia es que cuando las cosas no vayan como nosotros esperamos, siempre debemos saber que Dios tiene un plan para nosotros. Si ponemos nuestra confianza en Dios, Él te dará grandiosos regalos a SU tiempo y en su momento. Cada uno de los árboles obtuvo lo que siempre quiso, sólo que no en la forma en que lo habían imaginado.

No siempre sabemos cuales son los planes de Dios para nosotros. Solamente sabemos que sus caminos no son nuestros caminos, pero siempre son los mejores.
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